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Christmas Blessings

Dear Friends

Christmas is a time to rejoice as we celebrate the fact that this
magnificent promise of God was set in motion on the stage of
human history. The king has arrived! The mighty Word has
become flesh! Christmas is a time to remember with profound
gratitude that the era of world redemption took a mighty step
forward. As you make your way to Church this Christmas or
remain at home for whatever reason, remember the millions
throughout the world, who may be singing in one language or
another, ‘Joy to the world! The Lord has come!’

Throughout the new year commit yourself and our church to
pray with renewed zeal — Thy Kingdom come — throughout this
vast world.

Together may we proclaim the greatest, and saving, news of
Emmanuel - God with us.

Happy Christmas and every blessing as we look to 2026
together.

Philip



Update on the church heating project

You will all know that during the past year we have been working hard to
raise the necessary funds in order to replace our aging heating system. You
probably realise that the installed units are becoming unreliable and quite
noisy when in service.

Our really good news is that due to your efforts the funds necessary to do
the work are now in place and so we are now moving towards their
replacement with new and more efficient heaters being fitted.

As we always have to do when undertaking work in the church our primary
task is to get what is called a faculty this gives us permission to actually do
the work and is granted by the diocese.

It involves us submitting our plans for the intended work, accompanied by
support documentation and on this occasion even a visit to the church from
the Archdeacon and a member of the diocesan technical team. We are
making good progress with this application and are hopeful of receiving
approval to proceed before the end of the year.

As a silver award-winning eco-church St Andrew’s is very conscious about its
environmental footprint and you will have seen the efforts we are making to
ensure minimal impact in all that we do The national church is striving to
meet net zero targets and encourages all churches to follow its guidance.
Natural gas as a heating source is no longer favoured, however, due to
various parameters our circumstances are that we are having to make the
case that gas supplied heaters remain the most viable option for us. and this
has taken a lot longer than we would have hoped but has now been
accepted as the best solution to meet our needs.

Hopefully you will have noticed that we have recently fitted new heaters in
the community hall. Since the hall refurbishment in 2021 we have been able
to reduce the number of heating units from 3 to 2 and after the installation
just last month of two brand-new heaters the feedback is very positive with
favourable reports of fast warm-up times really helping in our drive towards
having the most efficient and cost-effective system whilst keeping us cosy as
we go through these colder months.

Thank you all for your support and patience over the timescale of this project
we hope that during 2026 we will see the fruits of our labours.

On behalf of the Fabric Committee



Church Events —December 2025.

Thursdays ~ Compline 11t and 18% December — 7.00 pm.

Saturday 20t Dec. Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols
Sunday 215 Dec. Nativity Sunday

Weds. 24t Dec. Christmas Eve

Thursday 25% Dec. Christmas Day

Write Away

Write Away is a creative writing group that meets once a month. |
started this venture to bring people together not only from the church
family, but from the local community. It is an opportunity for writers
with experience to work from various stimuli, challenging new ideas.
But | also wanted to people, not used to creative writing, to have the
chance to develop their skills in a safe, supportive group.

Each session starts with the introduction of the idea/stimulus,
followed by a brainstorming ten minutes before writing starts. Tea,
coffee and cake help the process along. Before the session ends, we
share what we have started and then take the piece home to work on
it to a piece that we are happy with. We are collating our completed
pieces into a file.

We meet in the upper room in the community area of St Andrew’s.
This room is available for anyone else who would like to bring people
together for an activity or a common interest. No charge —just a
donation of £2 towards the lighting and heating of the room.

Write Away — first Thursday of each month, 10.00 — 12.00.



Giving at St Andrew’s

Giving is an important part of what we do and who we are at
St Andrew’s. But giving does not have to be financial. (Not all
of us are able to give much in terms of financial support to
the church) Giving can also be of time, support and ideas.
Time: Have you ever thought how St Andrew’s runs so
efficiently in such a welcoming and positive atmosphere? It is
because there is such a good team of people who give their
time to do all of the things that have to be done to keep the
church viable and vibrant: manning the office; looking after
the finances; running the children and youth group (toddlers,
Junior Church, YPaSTA); cleaning the church, community hall,
kitchen and the toilets, flower arrangements; tending the
plants, preparing the church for services (the news sheet, the
altar, sacristan, intercessions, the music); sidespersons,
servers, readers, for the services; catering; the electrics and
plumbing; the website... and more.

We always have a need for more people to ease our load. If
you have any time or skills that you would be prepared to
give, however small, please speak to the office, Jenny or Sue.
Support: It is important that events are put on within St
Andrew’s for the raising of funds but also, vitally, for the
fellowship and unity of our church family. Please be aware of
what is going on and, if it appeals to you, attend or support in
some way.

Ideas: If you have any ideas for community activities or fund-
raising events, please don’t be shy in coming forward.

All this said, we do feel a wonderful warm support from our
congregation, and we thank you.

Meanwhile, enjoy our lovely community and keep in touch by
reading your news sheet and taking it home to remind you of
the weeks ahead at St Andrew’s.



